
Asha Kiran Society 

 

The Asha Kiran Society serves the people of Southern Odisha with a desire to see Just and 

Compassionate Communities, Choosing and Celebrating Life.”  We are a family of 240 staff and 

community resource persons who are bringing transformation through our 40-bedded secondary care 

hospital and integrated community initiatives in health, education and agro-livelihoods, as well as a 

culture-affirming English medium school… with more ideas on the way! 

 

History 

The Asha Kiran Society 

was started in 1991 by 

three pioneering Indian 

doctor families who 

came to serve in 

Koraput District, Odisha.   

 

The first building used for the Asha 

Kiran Hospital was a mud-hut, and the 

first in-patient was housed in a tent.   By 

God’s grace, operating through 

dedicated team the Asha Kiran work 

expanded and in 4 years they built a 

beautiful mud-brick base-hospital 

designed by Laurie Baker.   

As the clinical work grew, the hardy 

pioneers launched a 

series of health and 

literacy programmes, and 

began working with 

farmers to care for the 

land.   

 

The team also started reaching out to the Bonda 

people, a group which till then had never allowed 

outsiders to stay with them, and managed to gain 

trust enough to begin a health outpost.     



 

Catchment Area 

The Asha Kiran Hospital serves the people of the Koraput and 

Malkangiri districts of Southern Odisha, as well as the inhabitants of 

the Araku agency in Andhra Pradesh.   The catchment area has a 

population of 15 lakhs, which is entirely rural with many small isolated 

villages covering the Odisha Highlands.    

 

The majority of our communities are tribal (55%) with a significant 

number of people from the scheduled castes (20%).  The Asha Kiran 

hospital as the privilege of serving at least 15 distinct tribal groups, of 

which 3 are considered Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): 

the Bonda, the Didayi and the Khond. 

 

Community Needs 

Though they live in a beautiful creation, and though each person is very valuable, sadly most of the 

people we serve live in various forms of poverty.   

 

A 25 village study in 2020 found that 70% of the 

households were multi-dimensionally poor.   Two-

fifths (42%) of the families did not have a single 

person who had studied higher than 5th standard.  

One in eight families had a child of school-going age 

who was not in school (12%).  One in six homes had 

seen at least one child die (17%).   

 

Addictions are also rife: Half (48%) of the families have 

at least one member using alcohol and four-fifths of 

the homes have a person using tobacco (79%).   So we 

are dealing with precious people who are in much 

need. 

 

The challenges of these beautiful people are many, 

but hope is at hand!  And we are seeing lives 

transformed with God’s love and help. 

 

 



Asha Kiran Hospital 
 

In 2019/20 the Asha Kiran Hospital cared 

for 37,854 precious people as outpatients.  

Our 10 doctors and 24 nurses, along with 

our 22 allied health and 19 support staff 

worked together to provide ethical, poor-

friendly medical treatment that expresses 

the love and truth of Jesus Christ.   

 

Our out-patient department is busy with 

most days seeing over 200 patients a day. 

This was true even during the COVID-19 

restrictions – with patients coming from even 

farther than normal as we were able to keep 

our hospital open while also caring for 

COVID-19 suspect cases in a separate care 

centre on our campus. 

 

Being the only secondary hospital in the 5 

blocks around us, we admitted 2,298 

patients for whole-person in-patient care.    

 

Our house surgeons and visiting specialist 

surgeons conducted 428 major surgeries, 

including complicated paediatric cases.  

Having a resident orthopaedician allowed 

many accident cases and life-shaping 

corrective surgeries to be done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our hospital uses technology in appropriate ways and provides a 

healing touch which includes counselling and prayer.   
 

Asha Kiran is a ray of light for people in our communities who are sick.  

When the families come to Asha Kiran, they also bring their pots and 

pans and prepare food for their patients in our community cooking 

area.  We are a village home away from home.    
 

The hospital plays a special role for the Bonda Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Group: we are a safe place for them to be 

diagnosed and receive loving and ethical treatment.  And with the 

help of our like-minded partner institutions, we have also been 

able to refer many for necessary tertiary care. 



Asha Kiran Community Initiatives 
Over the past 3 decades the Asha Kiran Society has pioneered path-

breaking initiatives in the communities of Lamtaput block of 

Koraput District and Khairput block of Malkangiri District.    

 

 Our community education team has seen over 500 students pass 

through their 7 year Multi-Lingual Education programme which 

allows children from largely unschooled families to start learning in 

their own mother-tongue in lower-KG and then transition to Odia 

medium schooling.    

 

The Asha Kiran community health team set up primary health education 

for community health  workers many of whom were absorbed as ASHAs 

by the National Health Mission.  In recent years, 

the team has started home-based long-term and 

palliative care services.  A long-standing work 

among the Bonda Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 

Group also continues to provide vital curative and 

public health services to this precious community. 

 

Our creation care team has been working with 

over local 400 farmers to implement long-term 

sustainable agro-livelihoods using the Adarsh Baghicha model that the Asha 

Kiran Society has developed.  We are providing training on this model and eco-

friendly local-adapted farming models to village communities and partner 

agencies from near and far.  

 

Our Asha Kiran Community 

The most important part of Asha Kiran 

Society is our staff.   We currently have 

172 full time staff serving in the 

hospital and the community initiative 

work.   We are able to do the amazing 

things that we do because of these 

dedicated, long-term staff who come 

from all parts of Odisha state as well as 

from many other states of the country.   

 

We are part of Asha Kiran Society 

because we are subscribe to a simple 

lifestyle and shared values to live out the spirit and truth of Jesus Christ.  Our lives are not only our 

work, and we cherish the shared community which we know is necessary for us to fulfil our vision of 

seeing Just and Compassionate Communities, Choosing and Celebrating Life.  Besides fulfilling the 

important professional tasks which are needed to provide healing and restoration for the lives that we 

serve, our staff community is a place where we are constantly growing ourselves.  A true community 

based on hope that everyone can blossom into the God-given potential they have. 
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